of these renjain as incurables; and the third class consists of criminal lunatics. In 1844 there were 182 curable cases, 86 incurables, and 91 criminal lunatics. The Reports of 1843-4 are now before us : important documents as careful registers of facts, and from the proofs they exhibit of the judicious, watchful, and humane treatment adopted. They breathe throughout the spirit of humanity and good sense, and convey the impression that the committee and staff perform their duties admirably well. We shall be doing a good service in giving a larger circulation to facts showing the improved management of an institution which had become a bye-word. Bedlam Thomas's Hospital, to attend the physicians' practice at Bethlem; the fees to be paid to the physicians out of the funds of the hospital. As each pupil will remain six months, four pupils will thus attend annually; and they are to be selected " not only as a reward for their assiduity and proficiency in the study of their profession, but also for their general propriety of conduct, to be certified by the medical officers of their hospital, in addition to the recommendation from the president and treasurer on behalf of the governors." Each of these pupils is expected to perpare, and present at the end of his term, an essay on the nature and treatment of insanity, to the governors of Bethlem Hospital; a condition of which we rather doubt the prudence or the useful results.
This we have before urged, and the committee allude to our arguments that to France we are indebted for our best works on insanity, for in that country every insane hospital has a class of students attached to it. On other grounds this will be a great boon. ' as he was very difficult to manage, and that it had even required as many as six men to place him under coercion.' The first thing done on admission, was to release the patient from all restraint, and although, as might be expected, he remained for some days in a highly excited state, so as to require the constant watching of one, and sometimes two attendants, no personal coercion was afterwards used during the whole time he remained under treatment. In a few days the symptoms of an inflammatory affection of the chest appeared, from the effects of which, combined with great cerebral excitement, he died, in a fortnight after admission. A post-mortem examination of the body proved that the breast-bone and one rib were fractured; the interior of the chest was also found much affected in consequence of the irritation which the broken bones produced on the lining membrane, and it can hardly be doubted that these severe injuries occurred in the struggles which took place when so much restraint was imposed." (pp. 39-40.) The first Report refers with gratification to the increased proportion of a class above that of paupers which have been admitted during 1843, and the Report for 1844 dwells on the same topic. " The table indicating the occupations of the patient will be read with some interest.
Amongst the males are included artists, chemists, clerks, clergymen, military officers, students, and schoolmasters ; and in the list of females will be found several dress-makers, embroiderers, four gentlewomen, lodging-house keepers, officers' widows, and the wives and daughters of many respectable tradesmen.
These are persons with peculiar claims to our sympathy ; the rich in their afflictions can command all the aids and comforts which wealth can purchase; the pauper lunatic finds within the walls of a county asylum that care and sympathy to which he may long have been a stranger; but when this fearful calamity falls upon one dependent on his own exertions to maintain a respectable position in society, the consequences are, indeed, distressing; his scanty funds are rapidly absorbed, his sources of income necessarily fail; and his family, after all their willing, but fruitless sacrifices, are borne down to poverty by the overwhelming calamity which has prostrated their protector. Until, therefore, some asylum is instituted, in which this class of patients, so deserving of the generous sympathy of the public, can be received, the liberal policy of the governors who have admitted such patients as those enumerated, and provided them with accommodation and general treatment suitable to their feelings and former position, cannot be sufficiently applauded. The library and workrooms, with the personal comforts arising from the stated use of the tepid bath; the substitution of crockery-ware at meals; the more frequent changes of body linen; and the improved appearance of the bedding materials,?are not only fully appreciated by the patients, but have removed many causes of irritation which operated injuriously upon them, by making too strong a contrast with their habits of life before admission. Every opportunity is taken of assimilating the treatment, as far as practicable, to the previous habits of the patients, the propriety of which is most obvious.'" (59-60.) That more real charity is displayed in giving the temporary succour of the hospital to this class, unprovided for in our county asylums or workhouses, all must agree with the committee.
And it is with the liveliest satisfaction that we are now enabled to announce that the claims and necessities of this large class, are about to be met by the establishment of an institution for their especial benefit. The subject of such an asylum had engaged the consideration of Dr. Conolly and several of his friends, for the last two years; but it is only recently that steps have been taken for its actual institution. At a public meeting held at the Freemasons' Hall, on the 10th July, composed of many benevolent members of the medical profession and of other philanthropic persons, and presided over by that great redresser of wrong in all its forms, Lord Ashley, the "Asylum for the Insane of the Middle Classes of Society," took its name among the charities which do honour to this country, and will, we trust, ere long, have as its local habitation one, not the least conspicuous, of the architectural structures that adorn the vicinity of the metropolis. 
